McKell, Victor Cleveland.
A.S.C. (Britten)
Rank: Lieutenant
Unit: 1st Battalion
Date of death: 4 October 1917
Cemetery or memorial details: Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium
Date of embarkation: 18 October 1914, Sydney
Joined up 17/8/14, Newcastle. Single 26, Bank Clerk. C of E Next of Kin father
T.C.K. McKell Stipendiary Magistrate, Newcastle. Was in Headquarters of
battalion and had previous military experience in 26th Battalion A.M.F.

“Many men carried their civilian connections into their military lives In the 1st Battalion under Colonel Dobbin were: Sergeant Ernest Clarence Harris, a 20-year-old
law clerk of Paddington; Frederick Warren Muir, a 21-year-old law student from
Unanderra and Lieutenant Geoffrey Austin Street, a 20-year-old law student from
Elizabeth Bay. Street was one of those unusually young commanders noted by
Charles Bean, but he was to perform his duties with great courage and skill and
survived the war. One of the men in Dobbin’s headquarters group was Victor
Cleveland McKell, the 26 year old son of Thomas Charles Kerr McKell, a stipendiary magistrate from Newcastle.”
Another Front a Working Paper describing the actions of Members of
The New South Wales Legal Profession on Gallipoli Tony Cunneen BA MA Dip Ed

(19).Some shelling was experienced during the approach of several units.
Lieuts.V. C McKell (1st Bn.) and J. T Maguire (8th) were thus killed and Lieut. A.
E. Ballard (42nd.) mortally wounded. (McKell belonged to Waverley, N.S.W----.)
Bean.” The A.I.F. in France.” p.841.Footnote:

Extract 1st Bn War Diary:“4-10-17 Bn. took part in attack on Passchendaele Ridge.
Consolidated on 2nd Objective from D29 a 45 to JJ b 57. Following officers killed- Lt.

V.C. McKell & Lt J.N. Bennett.”

Bean has the Battle as:

THIRD STEP-BROODSEINDE
The importance of the Battle of Broodseinde, the third consecutive step in this series, has never been fully recognised except by the commanders and forces that
took part. For the general public, accustomed to over- or under-emphasis in the
press, there was little in the published news to indicate that this blow counted for
more than others. But on the actual field both British and Germans were aware
that the events of the 4th of October, 1917, were big with possibilities of decision.
(p.833)
Note letter below. I year late! 11/12/18/

Note short period of service 53rd Bn.
Note form below. “Got knocked over by shell; no loss of consciousness no
injury; no enteric or dysentery. Developed headaches in July; 1915.
Astigmatism aggravated by Shell Shock.

Arrived back in Sydney Apr. ’16. To No. 4 Aust. Gen. Hosp. Randwick.
About 2 months later he had recovered from “SS” (shell shock) with “headaches
disappearing.”

WAR CASUALTIES: KILLED.
Information has been received that Lieutenant Victor Cleveland McKell, A.I.F., was killed
in action on October 4. Lieut. McKell who is the youngest son of the late T.C. Kerr McKell,
formerly Stipendiary Magistrate, Newcastle, and Mrs. Isabel McKell, 16 Killarney Street.
Mosman. Left at the outbreak of war with the first contingent as a driver in the Tramway
Section 1st Battalion. He gained his two stars at Gallipoli. After being invalided from Egypt
to Australia for six months, he went across to France in February last. Lieut. McKell,

before the war, was accountant at the Randwick branch of the Australian Bank of
Commerce.
SMH 24/10/17 P.12

Information has been received by Dr. Hollywood that Lieutenant Victor Cleveland McKell
was killed in action on October 4, 1917. Lieutenant McKell was the youngest son of the
late Mr. T. C. Kerr McKell, formerly police magistrate at Maitland and late stipendiary
magistrate at Newcastle, and Mrs. Isabel McKell, 16 Killarney-street, Mosman. He left at
the out break of war with the first contingent as a driver and gained his two stars at
Gallipoli. After being invalided from Egypt to Australia for six months suffering from head
trouble he went across to France in February last. Lieu tenant McKell prior to the war was
accountant in the Randwick branch of the Australian Bank of Commerce. For some time
prior to that he had been ledger-keeper in the Maitland branch of the bank. He was a fine
type of young man, and was esteemed by all with whom he came in contact. Maitland
Weekly 27/10/17
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